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In 2016, WWF-Canada 
commissioned a survey from 
Environics Research to find 
out more about Canadians’ 
opinions about marine 
protected areas. The following 
results are based on a survey 
conducted with a sample of 
1,655 Canadians (aged 18 and 
over) from September 27 to 
October 7, 2016.
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REDUCING HUMAN IMPACT 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT
Among the range of possible things  humans can do to reduce our impact on the 
environment, how important do you consider each of the following?
Protecting oceans and 
their ecosystems
Reduce the use 
of toxic chemicals
Protecting natural areas 
and wildlife habitat
Reducing greenhouse gas 









Very important Somewhat important Not very/not at all important
October	2016
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PERCEPTIONS OF THE  













Good Only fair Poor
Canada has 7.1 million square kilometres of ocean environment, an area equivalent to 
70% of its land mass. From what you know or have heard, how would you rate the health 
of Canada’s oceans, that is, those parts of the Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic Oceans that 
border Canada’s coastline?
Good/only fair (combined) 
2012:   91% 
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HEALTH OF CANADA’S 








Compared to ten years ago, do you think the health of 
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In Canada, special natural areas like forests, grasslands and wetlands are designated as 
national parks, in order to protect and conserve them. Which of the following statements 
comes closest to your own view? The ocean, like the land, has certain areas that are 
unique and can be protected from environmental damage OR The ocean is one giant body 
of water and it’s not possible to protect one particular area since what happens in one 
part of the ocean affects every other part.
* 4% don’t know/no answer in the Territories
Ocean has certain unique areas that can be protected
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Compared with other countries, how would you rate Canada’s efforts as a whole in 
protecting its oceans?
Compared with Canada’s efforts to protect natural areas on land, how would you rate 
Canada’s efforts as a whole in protecting its oceans?
Much/somewhat better (combined) 
Versus other countries: 54% 
Versus land protection: 28% 
Much/somewhat worse (combined) 
 Versus other countries: 9% 
Versus land protection: 34% 
10%


























8  WWF Canada: Public Opinion on Marine Protected Areas - October 2016
This survey was commissioned by World Wildlife Fund Canada. Please credit WWF-Canada when you use this information.















Which of these two statements is closer to your own opinion? [Some/other] people say 
that we need to prioritize the economy and jobs over environmental protection, and allow 
industrial activities in every part of our oceans. Other/some] people say that we need 
to protect parts of our oceans so they can continue to sustain the economy and jobs in 
coastal communities.
Do you feel strongly or not so strongly that [INSERT Q7 RESPONSE: we need to 
prioritize the economy and jobs over environmental protection, and allow industrial 
activities in every part of our oceans / we need to protect parts of our oceans so they can 
continue to sustain the economy and jobs in coastal communities]?
Protect oceans - feel strongly
Protect economy/jobs - not strongly
Protect oceans - not strongly
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Protect oceans - not strongly















A marine protected area (MPA) is an area of the ocean where human activities such 
as commercial fishing or oil and gas development are more strictly regulated than in 
surrounding waters. MPAs ensure that marine ecosystems remain healthy, by conserving 
and protecting fish and other marine species and their habitats. Do you support or oppose 




























Strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat/strongly oppose*3% don’t know/no answer in the Territories
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HOW MUCH OF THE OCEAN  
IS DESIGNATED? 
What percentage of Canada’s 
oceans do you think are 
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IS 1% ENOUGH?
Currently, around one percent of Canada’s oceans are 
designated as marine protected areas. Do you think that is 







































* 6% don’t know/no answer in the Territories
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Protecting health of fish stocks 
to maintain populations outside 
protected areas
Ensuring oceans remains 
secure source of food
Providing research/training 
opportunities
Ensuring oceans continue 
to support economic 
development/jobs




The next question is about priorities for marine protected areas. Please indicate if each 
of the following should be a top priority, an important but lower priority, or is not too 
important for marine protected areas?
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Please indicate if you believe each of the following activities should be allowed or should 









Oil and gas exploration, drilling, 
extraction
Bottom trawling
Dumping of sewage, fertilizers, 
other waste































14  WWF Canada: Public Opinion on Marine Protected Areas - October 2016

















A marine protected area (MPA) is an area of the ocean where human activities such 
as commercial fishing or oil and gas development are more strictly regulated than in 
surrounding waters. MPAs ensure that marine ecosystems remain healthy, by conserving 
and protecting fish and other marine species and their habitats. Do you support or 











Strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat/strongly oppose*  4% don’t know/no answer in the Territories
MPA REGULATIONS 
AND TAX INCREASES
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A ban on oil and gas extraction in marine protected areas could lead to an increase in 
taxes to replace lost government revenue. Does this make you any less likely to support 
marine protected areas? 
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How much importance should be placed on each of the following sources of information 
and perspectives when the federal government is making decisions about marine 
protected areas?
Scientific evidence
People who live/work in coastal 
communities





Oil and gas companies
Commercial fishing companies
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